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Writing Peace Contest 

Winners Announced 

Nicolas Backman of the Selwyn House School wins the first prize of the Writing Peace Contest, which accompanied the production of the play Truth and Treason. The first and the second runner ups are Aleksi Campagne of the Centennial Regional High School and Marcos Archambault of the Selwyn House School. Honorable mention goes to Sarah Amirali, Rijha Bhattacharjee, Soren Senchey and Ronghui Wang – all from the Marymount Academy.
A total of $1,000 is awarded to the three winners - $500 for 1st place, $300 for the 1st runner up and $200 for the 2nd runner up.  

Teesri Duniya Theatre sponsored the Writing Peace contest in order to encourage students to attend and appreciate theatre as well as be engaged in relevant social issues affecting our society.  The topic proposed to the students was “How can theatre help shape humanity” or “Can art be a powerful tool building peace?” The contest was open to all High School students under 19 years of age. A total of 29 students took part in the contest, which was read by a 4-member jury consisting of Stephanie Lambert, Aparna Sanyal, Dipti Gupta and Ken McDonough. 

The jury was very impressed with the ideas and sincerity with which students expressed their thoughts. According to Ken McDonough:
Nicholas Backman's essay was exceptional. Nicholas, at sixteen, calls on his very young memory to trace events from 9/11 to the invasion and occupation of Iraq, succinctly describing the emotions and thinking of politicians, the public and the media along the way. He then melds the unfolding political and human story with the story told in Truth and Treason and confers on theatre the power to touch people's hearts and raise their awareness. "The power of theatre," says Backman, "is that it transports its spectators into a different environment. Anyone who sees the tragedy of Iraq with our (sic) own eyes will not fail to be affected emotively. There may be cause for hope after all." 

These seven students and the teacher in charge of bringing them to the play will receive a bound copy of the seven essays, which will also be posted on our web site www.teesriduniya.com 

Teesri Duniya Theatre congratulates all participants. 
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