PEOPLE POWER - Education Guide
Curriculum Connections:
English Language Arts: To follow an appropriate process in composing an oral, written, or visual discourse. (please see info on Writing Peace 2010, 2nd annual essay writing contest)
History of Quebec & Canada: To analyze the evolution of Quebec society from 1960 to the present. 
The 20TH Century: History & Civilizations: To analyze some contemporary conflicts; describe a regional conflict in contemporary Latin America, Africa or Asia.
Drama: To develop awareness of the personal and social dimensions of drama as a means of increasing the pupil’s understanding of himself and of his culture.

A Brief Overview of the People Power Movement
In 1986, hundred of thousands of Filipinos came together in four days of peaceful protest which came to be known as the People Power Revolution. After 21 years under the authoritarian rule of President Ferdinand Marcos, the people’s peaceful revolution catapulted the Philippines into the international spotlight and set an example for world to follow.

The People Power Revolution was a pivotal moment in the history of the Philippines, if not the world. It was not a revolution of the elite, nor any particular class or group of people. It was not a revolution won with guns or bloodshed. It was a revolution where nuns placed flowers in the barrels of tanks, the rich marched shoulder to shoulder with the poor, and the people won over military soldiers with love notes and embraces. It was an extraordinary display of courage and compassion, and a testament to the spirit and strength of the Filipino people. 

PEOPLE POWER Historical Timeline (represented in the play)

1969 


Ferdinand Marcos is elected President for a second term.

1970 January
Demonstrations against Marcos, who is expected to be running for a third term, culminate in the "First Quarter Storm." Students, farmers, and workers picket Malacañang Palace and are dispersed by military troopers.

1972 September 22
 Marcos declares martial law. Congress is closed and the Constitutional Convention



 suspended.
1972 September 23
Senator Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino, a member of the opposition in government, is arrested and detained, along with other oppositionists.

1983 August 
Eleven years later, Ninoy Aquino returns from exile in the United States and is assassinated as he steps off the plane at the Manila International Airport. His funeral draws millions of Filipinos to the streets in defiance.

1985 November
Due to pressure from the American government and the political and economic crisis at home,
Marcos declares on American television that he will run in a snap presidential election. Ninoy Aquino’s widow, Cory Aquino, is presented with more than a million signatures drafting her as a presidential contender.

1986 February 7
Election Day. 400,000 volunteers are mobilized to monitor voting, and guard against fraud. Despite these efforts, there are widespread reports of violence and tampering of election results.

February 15. 

Marcos is formally declared winner of the February 7 elections. All 50 opposition 



Members of Parliament walk out in protest. 
February 16. 
At a "victory rally," Corazon Aquino calls for coordinated strikes and a peaceful boycott of media, banks, and corporations in a civil disobedience campaign aimed at toppling Marcos from power.

February 22. 
Minister of Defense, Juan Ponce Enrile and the Vice Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos announce their withdrawal of support from Marcos. Anticipating an attack from Marcos troops Enrile, Ramos and a few hundred rebel soldiers barricade themselves in camps alongside EDSA Avenue. People begin to gather around the camps. A few hours later, Catholic Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin, a long-time supporter of the Marcos regime, exhorts Filipinos to come to the aid of the oppositionists by going to EDSA.

February 23 – 25
A contingent of Marines with tanks and armored vans heading for the rebel camps are stopped by hundreds of thousands of people who have come into the streets in protest.  But the troops are forced to retreat by the shear numbers of people in the streets. Members of the Armed Forces begin to switch sides.

February 25 
Cory Aquino is inaugurated as President of the Philippines in a ceremony 
at Club Filipino. Meanwhile, on the Palace balcony, Marcos takes his oath as President of the Philippines. A few hours later, the Marcos family and their close associates hurriedly leave the Palace, and are transported by American Helicopters to Hawaii, ending over 20 years of Marcos rule.

SOURCE:

http://www.stuartxchange.org/BeforeEdsa.html Before Edsa. Marcos Times (EDSA: The Original People Power Revolution) by Angela Stuart-Santiago

Postscript:

Subsequently, a second people power movement resurged in 2001 which forced the removal of President  Joseph Estrada.

Currently Benigno Aquino III, the son of Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino and Corazon Aquino, is the newly elected President of the Philippines today.

Discussion / Essay Topics:

The role of democracy in the Philippines today that was shaped by the peaceful grassroots revolution of 1986.
Discuss an example of a grassroots movement in Quebec.  
How do you bring about peaceful social change?
Do the events of the 1986 People Power movement mirror recent political events in the world? 

Classroom Activity Ideas:
Emilee Veluz, our associate artistic director, is able to come to your class room to direct your students in scene excerpts from the play to inspire class discussion about collective creation process and creating dramatic works from contemporary historical events.
A classroom role drama: Stage your own post-performance panel discussion between students in role as experts on the key issues, ie: social activists, domestic workers, academics, historians, artists.
