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         FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Linda Levesque or 

  Stephanie Lambert. 

Tel.: (514) 848-0238 or info@teesriduniya.com

TRUTH AND TREASON: POWERFUL - PROVOCATIVE - PERSONAL 

WORLD PREMIERE AT THE MONUMENT NATIONAL

Teesri Duniya Theatre launches the world premiere play Truth and Treason written  by Rahul Varma and directed by Arianna Bardesono. It is a fearlessly told contemporary story exploring the war on terror as well as terror itself. It brings war to a personal level and explores the themes of fundamentalism, consciousness and love. 

Director Arianna Bardesono says:

Riding the refreshing ‘wind of change’ brought by Obama’s presidency and acknowledging the enlightened mood that has spread among other world leaders; being aware of the growing threat of nuclear weapons and space militarization, and of the many difficulties that our planet is presently facing; caring for the future of our race and for the present safety of our dears: Truth and Treason is a play not to miss.

Truth and Treason features a stellar, multicultural cast: Christine Aubin Khalifah, Karim Babin, Abdelghafour Elaaziz, David Francis, Sarah Garton Stanley, Charley Hausknost, Alex Ivanovici, Jean-Moïse Martin, Warona Setshwaelo, and Ivan Smith; and a very talented team of artists: Romain Fabre (Set Design), Ève-line Leduc (Costume Design), Natasha Rosdol (Hair and Make-Up Design), Jesse Ash (Sound Design), Kirsten Watt (Lighting Design). Kathryn Cleveland (Stage Manager), Dave Surette (Technical Director and Production Manager)

DATE: Preview on September 8th. Opening on September 9th and runs until September 19, 2009
PLACE: Monument National, Montreal. 1182 blvd Saint-Laurent, Montreal (Qc)
PRICE: Adult-$22; Senior-$18; Student-$15; Group (10 or more) -12$;

              special offer: 2 for 1 on Sept. 10th. 


  Box office: 514-871-2224 or order online at www.monument-national.qc.ca 

TIME:   2pm on weekends and 8:30pm  from Wednesday to Saturday
MORE: Panel discussions and forums will also follow some    performances. 

              Bridges of Hope vernissage on Friday, September 11th, 7PM, Café of the Monument    

              National. 

              The artists for social change are: Phil Carpenter and Jaswant Guzder
              ‘Writing Peace’ contest open to High School students, visit our web site for info.

Video interviews, blog and more information at www.teesriduniya.com

Teesri Duniya Theatre

1006 rue de la Montagne, Suite 111, Montreal, Qc H3G 1Y7
Biographies
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Director, Arianna Bardesono 
A native of Italy, Arianna is a graduate of the directing program at the National Theatre School of Canada. She has been directing in Montreal (Théâtre de Quat’Sous; Repercussion; Infinitheatre; Teesri Duniya), Toronto (Theatre Passe Muraille), Mexico (Cuatro Milpas Teatro) and Italy, where she adapted a contemporary novel, Mai Sentita Cosi Bene, for the stage. She is a guest teacher in Commedia dell’Arte at McGill University. At Usine C, Arianna recently created an installation piece for Springboard Dance Montreal with New York choreographer Nelly von Bommel. As a performer, Arianna has trained in Milan, London, and Paris under the inspiring guidance of such teachers as Ariane Mnouchkine and Philippe Gaulier. As a puppeteer she has toured internationally with Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia. Alongside Christine Aubin Khalifah, Arianna has recently founded a new Montreal-based theatre company, Õdelah Creations, whose latest production Ties will be featured at Centaur Theatre’s Wildside Festival in January 2010. With Ödelah, she is currently developing a new project, Chère Suzy, a multidisciplinary original creation. 
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Playwright, Rahul Varma 

Rahul Varma is the artistic director of Teesri Duniya Theatre, which he co-founded in 1981. He writes both in Hindi and English, which is the language of his adulthood.  His recent plays include No Man’s Land, Trading Injuries, Counter Offence, and Bhopal. Counter Offence has been translated into French as L’affiare Farhadi and into Italian as Il Caso Farhadi.  Bhopal has been translated into French with the same title and into Hindi as Zahreeli Hawa by India’s pre-eminent artist Late Dr. Habib Tanvir. He is a member of the editorial board of the theatre quarterly alt.theatre, where many of his articles on art and culture have appeared. He is recipient of Quebec Drama Festival’s Juror’s award and Montreal English Critic’s Circle Award.  

Director’s Artistic Statement

Shall we put an end to the human race; 

or shall mankind renounce war? 

The Russell-Einstein Manifesto

July 1955, New York Times

Art is generally a response. A necessity. It is filled by the impending present, molded by the necessity to see a different future, searching an understanding in the incontrovertible wisdom of the past.  

Art is an enchanted mirror.  It reflects, it enlarges, it paints the invisible. When our eyesight gets foggy, art is there to provide a powerful pair of glasses to focus on the unfocused. 

To awaken us.

Truth and Treason, Rahul Varma’s newest prolific work, is capable both of fulfilling our intellectual hunger and engaging our human sensitivity. It challenges our critical skills and provokes fertile questioning. 

Riding the refreshing wind of change brought by Obama’s presidency and acknowledging the enlightened mood that has spread among other world leaders; being aware of the growing threat of nuclear weapons and space militarization, and of the many difficulties that our planet is presently facing; caring for the future of our race and for the present safety of our dears: Truth and Treason is a play not to miss.

Representing the complexity of our community, Truth & Treason features an ethnically diverse team, including ten of Montreal’s finest actors. The play’s vital passion and charged rhythms promise an evening of intensity and unforgettable engagement.

We look forward to sharing this work with you!

Arianna Bardesono

Artistic Director/ Playwright’s Statement

Truth and Treason 

In memory of Habib Tanvir  

During the production of my play Zahreeli Hawa, Hindi translation of Bhopal, I repeatedly asked the legendary director Late Habib Tanvir, why did the US invaded an entire country to punish a handful of suspected terrorists while the CEO of the Union Carbide, with 20,000 dead on his resume, roamed free in the US? Our discussion led to many questions long suppressed by the US government and its colluding media: Was 9/11, 2001, a solitary event? Who are the desperate people who resort to terror for political goals? Can a country wage a war against a sovereign nation in the name of common good? Is it war on terror, or the war is the terror? Is the war on terror a war or aggression? Where are the weapons of mass destruction? My conversation with Habib Tanvir resulted in my second collaboration with him—Truth and Treason.
Truth and Treason is dedicated to Late Habib Tanvir who passed away on June 8, 2009. 
Generations inherit the world they never made. The events of the past century demonstrate that war and genocide have been one of the most recurring yet unstoppable global catastrophes. The present generation has inherited a set of wars that has resulted in loss of millions of lives, and has proven once again that war is not a solution. 

The terrorist attack of 9/11 on the World Trade Centre was an unconscionable act, but so is the US invasion in the name of destroying weapons of mass destruction, improving status of women, regime-change and installing democracy. Larger questions are: what kind of democracy would it be that is installed by invasion rather than by popular decision of the people? Can democracy be undemocratically imposed?  What to make of the war waged in the name of destroying weapons of mass-destruction, which has only destroyed the innocent masses? 

I believe the US aggression against Iraq is continuance of America’s age-old militarized system of plunder masked behind words liberation and installing democracy. Is there any doubt that America’s army-industry complex has driven so many struggling countries across the world into loss of control of their resources, ethnic strife, anarchy, and dire poverty? Can anybody forget words of Madeline Albright, the ex US secretary of state during the Clinton era, who unhesitatingly said that the death of half a million Iraqi children was worth the price for the first Gulf war? Militarism is unspoken official US policy. 

Terrorism is an act of the desperate but incapable of solving the very desperation that gives rise to it. But we must also identify the unidentified terrorist. The present war is not a war against terrorism, it is terrorism. We must look for ways to end the terrorism of war.

Truth and Treason is an attempt to show how theatre might serve a role in shaping humanity by examination and understanding against the acts of those who want to destroy it by war and aggression.   

Rahul Varma, 

playwright, Aug 25, 2009
More info about the Panel discussions

Dialogue for Peace
Organized by Teesri Duniya Theatre 

At the Monument National, 1182 St. Laurent Blvd. Montreal 

Where the play’s wisdom ends, audiences’ wisdom begins… Teesri Duniya Theatre links art to civic dialogue to build cultural bridges and to increase interaction among cultures.  Join our post-play dialogues on issues arising from the play and raise new questions. 
Friday, September 11, 2009 (following the 8:30pm show)
Self-defense or an Invasion?
Is the invasion of Iraq a legitimate response to the horrific events of 9/11, 2001 or was it a continuum of an undeclared war through successive US administrations? Was it a “war on terror” or “war of aggression”? What role has Canada played? Our panelists discuss issues behind the issues. 

Panelists:  Raymond Legault (Collectif Échec à la guerre), Omar Dewachi (Iraqi-Canadian, Anthropologist and musician), Louis Roy (Vice president, Confédération des syndicats nationaux (CSN),  Jooneed Khan (Journalist, Human Right activist) 
Moderator: Robert Stewart
Sunday, September 13, 2009  (following the 2pm show)
Condition of Women since the War
The coalition against terrorism claimed that military intervention was necessary to liberate women from oppression. Has there been any progress in the status of women, or has appropriating women’s oppression been the ploy to further oppress them?  Based on gender balance sheet of the invasion, our panel discusses issues related to women under war. 
Panelists:  Martine Eloy (Collectif Échec à la guerre), Dr. Sawsan Abdul Majid (Iraqi-Canadian, University of Ottawa ) Kiran Omar (Pakistani Canadian, Human right activist), Shahrzad Arshadi (Iranian-Canadian film maker)  
Moderator:  Jaswant Guzder
Saturday, September 19, 2009 (following the 2pm show)

War against Terrorism or Terrorism of War?
By default, all arts today are being created in times of war. Can arts be a tool to counter terrorism? Local artists discuss how artists should respond to historical crisis and what is possible through arts in times of war…

Panelists: Rahul Varma (Indo-Canadian, playwright), Pierre Jasmin (president/Artists for Peace and Pugwash member) Nasrin Himada (Palestinian-Canadian, researcher and writer),  Ehab Lotayef (Egyptian Canadian, poet, activist) 

Moderator: Stéphanie Lambert
Note that the panelists may be subject to change.
Please contact Stephanie Lambert at 514-848-0238 or email info@teesriduniya.com
More info about Teesri
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  Contact Linda Levesque, General Manager 

or Stephanie Lambert, Production & PR Assistant

  T: 514.848.0238

info@teesriduniya.com          
SEASON 2009-2010: POWERFUL - PROVOCATIVE - PERSONAL 

Teesri Duniya Theatre launches its 29th season consisting of a world premiere, staged readings, publication of a world class theatre journal and a bold new community initiative. 

World Premiere 
The season opens with the world premiere of Truth and Treason by Rahul Varma and directed by Arianna Bardesono. Truth and Treason, is a fearlessly told story exploring war on terror as well as terror itself. The play has been developed at the Factory Theatre (Toronto) and in India under the guidance of legendary director the late Dr. Habib Tanvir. Truth and Treason is the company’s tribute to Habib Tanvir. The play will premiere at the Monument National from September 8th-19th, 2009.   

2nd Play
Teesri Duniya Theatre will present The Last 15 Seconds from the collective creative team lead by Majdi Bou-Matar, artistic director of The MT Space (The Multicultural Space) in Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario.  The Last 15 Seconds explores terrorism from personal experiences of those affected by it. The play opens in May 2010. 

Fireworks Reading Series 

In November 2009 and March 2010, we will present a new plays-in-development reading series, which will feature playwrights and plays that support cultural diversity in Canadian theatre. 

Publication: alt.theatre: cultural diversity and the stage
Teesri Duniya Theatre is the only company in the country that publishes a theatre quarterly encouraging dialogue on politics, cultural plurality, social activism and the stage. Edited by Edward Little and Denis Salter, alt.theatre provides a forum for artists, activists, and academics on cultural diversity.  

Community Initiative 

Untold Histories is a community engaged cultural project based on stories of genocide, displacement, and human rights violations as well as narratives of survival. This season’s focus is on stories from the Armenian, Iranian and First Nations communities. Untold Histories is part of the Life Stories of Montrealers Displaced by War, Genocide and other Human Rights Violations led by Steven High of Concordia University. 
NEW THIS YEAR: 

The Rapid Action Performance Troupe (RAPT) will begin this July under the coaching/direction of well-known dramaturg and director, Lib Spry.  This initiative will provide opportunities for emerging actors to experience and experiment with various theatrical forms using topics from current issues and news.  Look for RAPT in presentations around the city throughout the fall and winter of this year. 

Also new is “Writing Peace”- an essay writing contest for high school students encouraging them to engage in public debate about issues of war, peace and effects on individuals living within war affected countries. Cash prizes totalling $1,000 for the top three chosen essays will be presented in October 2009. For more details please visit our website: www.teesriduniyatheatre.com/home.html/ 

Teesri Duniya Theatre is dedicated to producing socially and politically relevant theatre that supports a multicultural vision of society based on the cultural experiences of visible minorities living in Canada. The company is one of the few theatre companies in Canada, and the only one in Quebec, in which promoting a diversity of artistic voices is foundational to the Theatre. 

http://www.teesriduniya.com
1006 rue de la Montagne, Suite 111, Montreal, Qc H3G 1Y7
More info about ‘Writing Peace’ Contest
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contact Stephanie Lambert T: (514)848-0238
info@teesriduniya.com

Teesri Duniya Theatre presents

‘Writing Peace’, an essay writing contest
Teesri Duniya Theatre welcomes all high school students to apply to Writing Peace, an essay writing contest. Our company is dedicated to producing socially and politically relevant theatre that supports a multicultural vision of society, promoting interculturalism through works of theatre. Through the essay, we wish to encourage students to come to the theatre as well as be engaged in contemporary, social debate. 

A total of $1,000 in cash prizes will be awarded to three selected winners - $500 for 1st place, $300 for 2nd place, and $200 for third place. The contest will open September 8th, 2009 and close on October 1st, 2009. The winners will be announced on October 15th, 2009 and their respective essays will be posted on the Teesri Duniya Theatre website, published and available in our main office. 

Truth and Treason is the newest play written by Artistic Director, Rahul Varma and directed by Arianna Bardesono. It is being presented at the Studio Hydro-Quebec, Monument National in Montreal from September 8 to 19, 2009 .

Proposed topics

How can theatre help shape humanity?
Can art be a powerful tool building peace?

Criteria: 

Must view the play (Truth and Treason) and write an essay relating to the issues raised in the play Limit to 1000 minimum-1500 words maximum Be from a personal viewpoint and in your own words Students must be 19 years of age or under and registered at a high school in Quebec Text must be sent by e-mail to info@teesriduniya.com before midnight, October 1st, 2009 The submission must have a complete name, e-mail address and phone number 

For more information, contact Stephanie Lambert at info@teesriduniya.com
or T: (514)848-0238.
www.teesriduniya.com
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